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Summer’s here
The Finchley Charities’ Newsletter

Staff & Trustees
Housing Services Manager
Welcome to Claire Young, our new Housing Services
Manager. Claire joined The Finchley Charities in April.
“I have worked in the social housing sector for almost 25
years for a number of organisations that offer housing
with support. I have set up services for young people,
including care leavers, young parents and those who
are vulnerable and homeless. In recent years I have
managed sheltered accommodation and developed
teams that provide support to enable people to live independently for as
long as possible.”
“I am delighted to be part of the Finchley Charities team and look
forward to meeting many more of the residents in the near future”.
Retirement Party at
Homefield Gardens
Liz Caldwell and Janet Gunter will
be retiring as SHOs at Homefield
Gardens at the end of August and we
are sure you will join us in thanking
them for all their hard work and
support over the years. A retirement
party in their honour was held at Homefield Gardens on Friday 29th – the
weather was perfect and so were the cakes! Please see pictures overleaf.
New Trustee
The Finchley Charities would like to welcome our new Trustee, Graham Old.
Graham has lived in East Finchley for 32 years and worked for many years
as a Management Accountant in the reinsurance industry—subsequently he
became a tax inspector. He was elected to Barnet Council in 2010, having
previously served as a Councillor in Merton. His main interests are reading
and the theatre.

In This Issue
Staff and
Trustees

Diary Dates

Local Events

Summer Quiz

Age UK Barnet
News

Pg 1

Pg 2

Pg 3

Pg 3

Pg 4

Diary dates
Wilmot & Thackrah

Suggestions box
We would very
much welcome
any comments and
suggestions from
residents on how
we can improve
our services. You
will notice that a
box with reply slips
has been left in the
communal areas at
each site.

Monday
Coffee Morning @10.30am
Tuesday (First Tuesday of the month)
Bingo @ 2.00pm
Wednesday
Computer Club @ 2.00pm
Thursday
Bridge Club @ 1.00pm
Friday
Gardening Club @ 2.00pm
Second Friday every month
Walking Club
Music daily in the main hall.

Homefield Gardens:
Every Monday @ 11.00am
Coffee Morning
Wednesday, 20th June
Residents were treated to a Jacket
Potato Lunch

Liz and Janet’s Party

Friday, 29th June
Liz & Janet’s Retirement Party
11th July, 8th August
Computer club

Pewterers Court
Friday 29th June & 10th August
Fish & Chip lunch
3rd, 17th, 31st July
Bacon Roll brunch
12th July
Roast Beef Dinner with all the
trimmings
27th July
Cream Tea
17th August
Residents’ Summer Party
Finally, congratulations to residents
Mr & Mrs John Whittington who will
be celebrating their 70th Wedding
Anniversary on Saturday, 28th July.
They have invited all their friends
and neighbours from Pewterers
Court to celebrate with them at St
Mary’s Church Hall, Finchley.

Top: Liz and Janet at the
buffet.

Left: Refreshments all round
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Local Services & Events

Polite Reminders
Drains — Please be aware of what
you pour down the sink — we have
had a few problems with blockages
recently. Any oils or food waste
should be bagged and binned — it
is a good idea to pour boiling water
down the sink to keep the drains
clear.

Image: Mike Coles © The Archer

East Finchley Festival
The East Finchley Festival was held on Sunday 24th June at
Cherry Tree Woods. Staff & Trustees made an appearance to
talk to locals about The Finchley Charities.

Now’s the time for you to volunteer

Keys – We take security very
seriously and all of our door
keys are obtained from our own
locksmith via a purchase order from
the Property Services Team.
With this in mind, we would like
to advise residents that obtaining
replacement door keys can be
expensive and we have no option
but to pass on these costs to the
resident, in the event that keys are
lost.

If you have ever thought of giving some of your time to help
others in the community, act now! If you can spare a few hours
or a day or two a week, you can have fun whilst making a
positive difference to your local community. Volunteers can
help in many ways. They volunteer directly to help individuals
or groups, in charity shops or raise funds to help a charity
continue its work. Whatever your background and skills, there
will be a volunteering opportunity for you. Contact Volunteer
SELECT on 020 8364 8400 ext 222 on Tuesdays.

Lost door entry fobs, should you
have one, cost £57.00 to replace.

Arts Depot Over 60s programme

(answers on page 4)

With support from the City Bridge Trust & Mayor of London,
the Arts Depot has worked for over three years to establish a
broad activity programme engaging older people. Their core
offer now includes weekly contemporary dance classes for
the over 60s, bi-monthly arts classes for the over 60s where
participants do creative writing or visual arts and a Matinee
Lunch Club, which targets socially isolated people aged 75
and over. The Arts depot offers a broad variety of events for
all ages including free music events in the atrium, and over 35
different weekly courses and classes including an adult acting
group, yoga, Pilates and sewing. Over 100 different shows are
presented every year including comedy, theatre, music, circus
and dance. For further information telephone 020 8369 5454
or see www.artsdepot.co.uk
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Please ensure that your keys are
kept safe at all times and that you
report any loss of keys or damage
to locks to your Sheltered Housing
Officers as soon as possible.

Summer Trivia Quiz
Q1 Which of Gershwin’s
musicals includes the song
“Summertime”?
Q2 Who sang about a “little stick of
Blackpool rock” in 1937?
Q3 Mendelsshon composed
“Wedding March” to accompany
which Shakespeare play?
Q4 What was the first name of
Clegg in the sitcom “Last of the
Summer Wine”?
Q5 Castel Gandolfo is famous for
being whose summer residence?
Q6 W
 hich band sang “Summerin the
City” in 1966?
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A note from Susan Faridi,
Chief Executive.

Summer Poem

It seems that summer has come early this year and let’s hope it will be
a long one, giving us all the opportunity to enjoy the gardens across
our various properties. Flowers and turf are now well-bedded in at the
New Build site and we are looking forward to welcoming new residents
towards the end of July.
It was wonderful to see so many people at Homefield Gardens at Liz and
Janet’s retirement party and I would like to thank all residents and staff
who helped plan and prepare for such a fitting send off. We wish them
both a happy and fulfilling retirement.

Summer Sun
By Robert Louis Stevenson

Age UK Barnet
Age UK Barnet has been delighted to launch new monthly
IT drop in sessions at Homefield Gardens and Wilmot Close
where our staff and volunteers offer assistance on using
mobile phones, smart phones, tablets, laptops etc.
Homefield Gardens: Second Wednesday of the month – 13th June, 11th
July, 8th August.
Wilmot Close: Third Wednesday of the month – 20th June, 18th July, 22nd
August.

Great is the sun, and wide he goes
Through empty heaven with repose;
And in the blue and glowing days
More thick than rain he showers his
rays.
Though closer still the blinds we pull
To keep the shady parlour cool,
Yet he will find a chink or two
To slip his golden fingers through.
The dusty attic spider-clad
He, through the keyhole, maketh glad;
And through the broken edge of tiles
Into the laddered hay-loft smiles.

Timings: 1.30 - 3.00pm. No need to book – just turn up.
Also please spread the word and come along to the following events at the
Ann Owens’ Centre on Oak Lane:
•

Christina Burchil-Sampson singing light opera on Thursday 14th June
1.30 – 3.00pm. £4.00

•

Our monthly singalong with Howard on the piano – Tuesday 19th June
1.30 – 3.00pm. £3.50

•

Whetstone Ladies’ Choir giving a summer concert – Tuesday 26th June
1.30 – 3.00pm. £3.50

•

Glenwood Jazz Group performing – Tuesday 12th July 1.30 – 3.00pm.
£4.00

•

Howard Slater giving a talk on the East End of London with singalong
of East End songs. Tuesday 17th July 1.30 – 3.00pm £3.50
For more information and future events contact Howard on 020 8432
1415.
1. Porgy and Bess 2. George Formby 3. A Midsummer Night’s Dream
4. Norman 5. The Pope’s 6. The Lovin’ Spoonful

Quiz Answers

•
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Meantime his golden face around
He bares to all the garden ground,
And sheds a warm and glittering look
Among the ivy’s inmost nook.
Above the hills, along the blue,
Round the bright air with footing true,
To please the child, to paint the rose,
The gardener of the World, he goes.



